CORPORATE   LIFE    OF   THE   INFANTS*    SCHOOL

each year of his age. He is watched with eager interest
by the other children, and when the candles are lighted,
all join in singing to the child a little birthday greeting.
Then, in .turn, he tells the others about his birthday
presents or shows his birthday cards; or, in a very
poor neighbourhood, where presents are unknown, he
may receive some small token of affection from the head
mistress. For that- day he is the honoured person in his
class; he may lead the line during the physical training
lesson, his favourite game will be played, his favourite
story told. In all these ways the child is led to feel the
interest of his teachers and playmates; his self-regarding
sentiment is strengthened by the evidence of their
affection for him.

Other matters of communal interest are often dealt
with during "assembly19 time; for instance, a country
school may have sent a big box of primroses, cowslips
or buttercups. These will be shown to the children at
this time. The head mistress may read an appropriate
verse, or the children will sing one of their little Nature
songs of rejoicing in the flowers. Then will come the
suggestion that the children shall do something in
return for this kindness; the "older children can write a
letter of thanks, while the younger ones will draw 01
paint a picture to tell the country child something aboul
their work or play in school and playgrouiid. Finally
the flowers will be distributed to each class, so that al
may experience the pleasure of handling them and hav<
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